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The HonorableErnestY.Martin, Chairman CIT’( CLERK
and Council Members ~tON0LULU~HAWAIL

Honolulu City Council
530 SouthKing Street,Room202
Honolulu,Hawaii 96813

DearChairmanMartin andCouncil Members:

As a retiredDepartmentofEducationschoolPrincipalandcurrentEducation
Specialistandpartnerwith Ho’okipaWorkForceAcademy(HWA) I believethatwe
asa communityneedsto sustainourstate’spositionasoneofthetop citiesin the
nationfor youngadultsto live. It is importantto continueourefforts to prepareall
students,regardlessof economicor academicstatus,to becareerready.

We at HWA striveto Inspire,CultivateandRaisetheHospitalityWork Force
industry. Ourintentis to addressafutureshortagewithin thehospitalityindustry
asapproximately5,000of its currentemployeesmovetowardsretirementage
within thenext5 years.Throughourpartnershipwith Kaimuki High School,weare
piloting a summerprogramthat offers studentstheopportunityto earna credit
towardsgraduation,learnskills requiredwithin thehospitalityindustryand
participatein apaidwork experience.Upon successfulcompletionoftheprogram,
studentswill bereadyto begincareersin thehospitalityindustry.

As a communitymember,I supportgeneralfundingby theCity for OperatingBudget
Bill 11 (2013);CD2 for FiscalYear2014,soprogramssuchasourscancontinueto
provideeducationandtrainingfor ouryouththatwill impacttheirfutureandthatof
ourcommunity.

I appreciateyourtime andconsiderationon this importantmatter.

Sincerely,

RandallM. Higa
HonoluluResident
Email: randyh1818@gmail.com
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